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You may belong to a reading group, teach a class or want to discuss the stories in 
Silent Girl with a good friend. Whatever your motivation, you’ll find a discussion 
guide for each of the stories and one for the collection as a whole. I’ve provided 
two sets of questions for the individual stories: If you’re into Shakespeare and If 
you’re not. I hope the questions will stimulate discussion and provide a deeper 
understanding of Silent Girl. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE COLLECTION AS A WHOLE 

1. In what ways are some of the protagonists in the collection “silent?” Are 
they silenced by others or do they silence themselves? Why and how? 

2. How do patriarchal structures and values affect some or all the 
protagonists? 

3. In what stories do women collaborate in the oppression of other women? 
How and why? 

4. To what extent is the drive for freedom a theme in the collection? 
5. With which character do you identify most and why? 
6. How do gender expectations impact Kyal in Kesh Kumay and Trudy in 

Passing Through? 
7. In The Snow People: AGM 30-46, Selanna says, “Anyone can see tomorrow 

if they don’t lie to themselves about today.” Compare Selanna’s success at 
living according to this principle with that of the narrator in Nobody; I 
Myself. 

8. How do the stories challenge your views: of domestic abuse? Of sexuality? 
Of racism? Of gender politics? 


